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Observational drawing and ephemeral art   Sketch books  

Use plants for close observational art and ephemeral art  

 

Make and use scrap sketch books 

Dandelions are a plentiful resource that pupils 
can collect for themselves, and then: 
• Mix different colour media to match 

colours as closely as possible. Does a 
dandelion have just one shade of yellow? 

• Match textures - experiment with how to 
represent the fluffy feeling of the seed 
head. 

• Sketch or paint the different stages of growth: leaf, bud, flower, seed-head, 
individual seed (use a magnifier). 

• Examine the front and back views, notice the bracts (new vocabulary).  Draw 
a botanically correct, labelled diagram of the plant. 

• Use the flowers themselves as a resource for collaborative art works that 
could relate to mathematical shapes, or another learning focus. 

 

Aim: develop a source book of ideas 
Each pupil has a scrap sketchbook, (easily 
made from scrap paper) for quick 
observations and exploration of ideas. This 
could include watching a specific 
tree/shrub and recording seasonal 
changes. 
Each time the sketch book is used, the page should be dated, as a record of 
observations and thoughts through the school year.  These observations could 
be in sketch form, with annotations. It will build into a diary and resource book 
for vocabulary and other tasks. 
• The pupils need to know that this is not something that is marked or 

assessed in any way, but is used as a resource. 

   

Hapa Zome printing   10 minute sketch book tasks  

Make and use scrap sketch books  Use sketch books to ‘think on paper’ 

Plants with a high water content and strong colours 
work best, as they will leach into the medium you’re 
using.  Stems and petals work equally well. 
• Each pupil needs a few small leaves and/or 

petals and a piece of cotton approximately 
20cm x 10cm – old sheets are perfect for this. 

• Place the plant parts on one half of the piece of 
cloth and fold the other half over the top of them.  

• Pound the cloth with a mallet or piece of wood.   
• Gently lift the cloth to examine the print being made. When the fabric is 

finally unfolded, a symmetrical imprint of the plant part is left behind on 
both halves of the cloth. 

 Aim: This is an idea that could be used in any spare moment, when a child has 
finished a specific piece of work and as part of a longer-term project.  
 
• Draw part of a leaf or natural object such as a cone, twig or log, using a 

magnifying glass 
• Make marks to represent words (such as fast, drip, anger, curiosity etc) 
• Create symbols to represent moods 
• Draw a tree with one line, not taking your pencil from the paper 
• Imagine you are inside a tree. Draw what you see. 
• Draw a tree with the non-writing hand. 
• Draw an imaginary flower with eyes closed. 
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