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Estate agents’ particulars: insect’s eye view  Sentence challenge 

Writing for a purpose – link to habitats 

 

Reinforcing learning objectives with plants as subjects 

Provide pupils with a copy of the Pappus Nettle ID sheet and explore a patch of nettles 
in the school grounds or neighborhood.  Take a series of distant (context) and close-up 
photographs to illustrate the particulars. 
• Describe a nettle patch in the form of an Estate 

agents’ particulars, focusing on a nettle patch as 
an ideal location for a female butterfly to lay her 
eggs.   

• Describe the location, habitat, food sources, and 
any other distinguishing features. 

• Examine food chains and soil conditions to add 
richness to the prose.  

 

Aim: Use plant characteristics as sentence elements 
 
If pupils can access the outdoors independently then ask them to step outside and look 
at any trees, plants or even weeds that they can see.  If it’s not feasible to get outdoors, 
they could look out of the window, or examine any indoor plants in the classroom. 
 
The challenge is to write a sentence with specific criteria to meet your current learning 
objectives for punctuation, grammar and language.  Such as; 
• Write several noun phrases, with a determiner, adjective/s and nouns inspired by 

any trees, plants or weeds that you can see in the grounds or street beyond. 
• Lots of brown, dry, autumn leaves 

   

Formal letter writing and persuasive writing  Non-fiction instructional writing and chronology 

Formal language to address an issue in the school grounds  Make nettle soup and write the recipe 

Aim: Pupils understand formal language is used for official and serious purposes.  
 
As a class, discuss the most important current issue in the school grounds.  
As part of work on the conventions of formal letter writing, (sentence openers, adverbials 
etc.) pupils should write to the headteacher and the governors with their suggestions on 
how to resolve the issue; for example: 
• Enhance biodiversity by suggesting native trees to plant, based on research  
• Explain the use and importance of “weeds” using research on plants found in the 

school grounds, and ask that not every weed patch is routinely sprayed away by 
grounds maintenance staff. 

• Offer their thoughts on what they could do to improve the school grounds for 
learning or play, and why 

• What they need to do set up a wildlife garden, and why it’s important to do this 
(consider how much of the UK is made up of school fields! 

 Aim: Pupils write a chronological report or recipe after experiencing picking nettles and 
making soup (outside on an open fire if possible! – see the Pappus Playful Springboards: 
Nettles for ideas). 
 
Involving pupils in all aspects of the task, from selecting and 
picking the nettles to all the knife skills and fire / cooking 
risks involved in soup making, will improve the quality of 
their writing after the event.  
 
If this has to be demonstrated rather than experienced it 
may lose some of its inspirational value as an activity – if you 
can’t make soup, collect nettles, wash them and then pound 
them into a pulpy puree – this can now be eaten raw, sting-
free! 
 

   
 


